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In the spring of 1585 deputies from the Low
Countries presented themselves in Paris and be-
sought King Henry and the Queen-Mother to pro-
tect them from utter overthrow by Spain. Antwerp
had been undergoing a siege by the Duke of Parma
since the previous June, and there seemed small
prospect of its holding out much longer without
help from France or some other nation. From the
French sovereigns the Dutch delegates received
rough treatment, and they soon saw, as it was
intended they should see, that no help was to be
looked for in that quarter. Therefore they turned
to Elizabeth, and reached London on the 26th of
June.

On Tuesday, the 2QthT they had audience of her
Majesty at Greenwich. In an eloquent address their
spokesman implored her to rescue them from the
tyranny and servitude aimed at by Philip of Spain,
and to preserve for them those liberties, rights, and
privileges they had been so painfully defending; and
they humbly tendered to her the sovereignty of the
United Provinces, if she would aid them by doing a
work right royal and most magnificent, acceptable to
God, profitable to all Christendom, and worthy of
immortal fame. The proffered sovereignty was at
once declined ; but in gracious terms Elizabeth prom-
ised to assist the Nctherlanders with men and money.
Six weeks were occupied in settling details, and on
the i6th of August a treaty was concluded by which
the Queen undertook to send over an army of five
thousand foot and a thousand horse, equipped and
paid out of the English Exchequer, and to carry